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Midwest Region Meeting MINUTES
January 13, 2026 ∙ 1 PM ET ∙ Teleconference 

	
Members in Attendance:
1. Amy Vorachek (ND), Chair
2. Melissa Smith (IL)
3. Chris Biehn (IN)
4. Simona Hammond (IA)
5. Jacey Rader (NE)
6. Tracy Hudrlik (MN)
7. Katrina Ransom (OH)
8. Bradley Lewandowski (SD)
9. Joselyn López (WI) 

Members not in Attendance:
1. Megan Milner (KS)
2. Russell Marlan (MI)

Guests:
1. Holly Kassube (IL)
2. Fareeda Washington (KS)
3. Sally Reinhardt-Stewart (NE)
4. Susan Penner (NE)
5. Alyssa Miller (ND)
6. April Simmons (IN) 
7. Brittany Thomas (OH)
8. Nita Wright (IN)
9. Sarah Spader (SD)
10. Chuck Frieberg (SD)
11. Brenna Kojis (WI)
12. Brittany Thomas (OH)

Staff
1. Ashley Lippert, Executive Director
2. Barno Saturday, Logistics and Administrator Coordinator
3. Mindy Spring, Operations Manager
4. Drake Greeott, Web Development Manager
5. Suzanne Brooks, Education & Implementation Manager
6. Xavier Donnelly, System Manager

Call to Order
Chair A. Vorachek (ND) called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM ET. Nine out of eleven commissioners were in attendance. A quorum was established.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes
A motion by Commissioner J. López (WI) to approve the meeting’s agenda, was adopted.

A motion by Commissioner M. Smith (IL) to approve the meeting’s minutes from October 1, 2025, was adopted. 

Discussion
RNR Pilot States Update: Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa, the pilot states, shared updates on their R&R pilot work, noting that both states kept the process centralized within their compact offices. They reported the tool has been helpful for training officers, strengthening report writing, and evaluating stability factors.

The RNR Workgroup is finalizing changes to the Chapter 5 rules to incorporate use of the framework for consideration by the Executive Committee. Once approved by the Executive Committee, the proposed rules will be considered by the full Commission at the upcoming ABM this September.

INSITE Update: System Project Manager X. Donnelly provided an update on INSITE’s development. A new prep environment will be created to support UAT testing. Key enhancements include a communications center to replace CARs, which will not impact email notifications, and a new announcements section will be available on the login page. The system launch will occur in two phases, with Phase 1 planned for late fall and Phase 2 to follow a few months later. More specific launch dates will be available after Optimum delivers the next development milestone in May.

2025 Rule Amendments- Implementation – ICAOS Support: Education & Implementation Manager S. Brooks explained where the region can find support tools and training resources, including training presentations and on-demand modules. She noted the ability to schedule DCA implementation sessions to ensure states are well prepared for rule implementation on April 1. States were encouraged to share additional ideas or requests to support implementation efforts. 

Commissioner J. Vukich (WY) and S. Brooks will be presenting on the main stage at the APPA Training Institute in March.

White Paper Revised: Remote Hearings: Chair A. Vorachek (ND) stated that in November, the Executive Committee approved revisions to the 2021 White Paper on Remote Hearings. The updated document broadened the paper’s scope, incorporated recent amendments to Rule 5.101-2, and responded to questions raised by the DCA Liaison Committee. It provided expanded guidance on the use of remote hearings within the Compact, including considerations for individuals already residing in the receiving state, violation hearings and retaking obligations, and receiving state cooperative functions. The revised white paper is available on the ICAOS website.

Old/New Business
There was no old/new business. 

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 1:14 PM ET. 
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